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THE E A H EI

by Henry a es

CHAPTER 1

Mrs. M nden had not yet been to y st dio on so ood a retext
as when she first inti ated that it wo ld be iteo ento e
sho 1d I only care as she called it to throw the hand erchief to

aint her bea tif 1 sister in law. I neednt o here ore than is
essential into the  estion of Mrs. M nden who wo 1d really by
the way be a story in herself. he has a anner of her own of

ttin thin s and so e of those she has tto e Her

i lication was that ady eldonald hadnt only seen and
ad ired certain exa les of y wor b t had literally been

re ossessed in fa o r of the ainters ersonality. Had I been
str ¢ with thiss etchI 1i hteasilyha ei a ined her ladyshi
was throwin e the hand erchief. he hasnt done y isitor
said what she o ht.

0yo ean she has done what she o htnt

othin horrid ah dear no. And so ethin in Mrs. M ndens
tone with the way she a eared to se a o ent e en
s ested to e thatwhatshe o htnt was erha s what ady
eldonald had too ch ne lected. he hasnt ot on.
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hat s the atter with her
ell to be in with shes A erican.
tItho htthat was the way of ways to et on.

It s one of the . t it s one of the ways of bein awf lly o t of
it too. There are so any

o anyA ericans Ias ed.

es lenty of Mrs. M nden si hed. o any ways I
ean of bein one.

tifyo r sister in law s way is to be bea tif 1
h there are different ways of that too.
And she hasnt ta en the ri ht way

ell y friend ret rned as if it were rather diffic It to ex ress
she hasn t done with it

Isee Ila hed whatsheo hint

Mrs. M nden in a anner corrected e b tit diffic 1t to
ex ress. My brother at all e ents was certainly selfish. Till he
died she was al ost ne er in ondon they wintered year after
year for what he s osed to be his health which it didnt hel
since he was so ch too soon to eet his end in the so th of
rance and in the d llest holes he co 1d ic o t and when they
ca ebac toEn land he always e ther in the co ntry. I st
say for her that she always beha ed bea tif lly. ince his death
she has been ore in ondon b t on a st idly ns ccessf 1
footin . I dont thin she ite nderstands. he hasnt whatI
sho 1d call a life. It ay be of co rse that she doesnt want one.
Thats st whatI cant exactly find o t. I cant a e o t how
ch she nows.

Icaneasily a eo t Iret rned with hilarity how  ch
do
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ell yo re ery horrid. Perha s shes too old.
Too old for what I ersisted.

or anythin . fco rse shesnolon ere en alittle yo n only

reser ed oh b t reser ed li e bottled fr it in syr I want
to hel her if only beca se she ets on y ner es and I really
thin the way of it wo 1d be st the ri ht thin of yo rs at the
Acade y and on the line.

ts ose Ithrewo t shesho Id i eon yner es

h she will. tisnt that all in the days wor and dont reat
bea ties always

dont Iinterr ted b tI at any rate saw ady eldonald
later on the day ca e when her inswo an bro ht her and
then I saw how her life st ha e its centre in her own idea of
her a earance. othin else abo ther attered one new her
all when one new that. hes indeed in one artic lar I thin
sole of her ind a erson who anity has had the odd effect of
ee in  ositi ely safe and so nd. This assion is s osed
s rely for the ost art to be a rinci le of er ersion and of
in ry leadin astray those who listen to it and landin the
sooner or later in this or that co lication b tit has landed her
ladyshi nowhere whate er it has e t her fro the first
o ent of f 1l conscio sness one feels exactly in the sa e
lace. It has rotected her fro e ery dan er has ade her
absol tely ro er and ri . If shes reser ed as Mrs.
M nden ori inally described her to e its her anity that has
bea tif lly done it ttin her years a o in a late lass case
and closin the rece tacle a ainst e ery breath of air. How
sho 1ldnt she be reser ed when yo ihts ashyor nc
les on this trans arency before yo co 1d crac it And she is
oha ain ly Preser ation is scarce the word for the rare condi
tion of her s rface. he loo s new as if she too o t
e ery ni ht her lar e lo ely arnished eyes and t the in
water. The thin was to aint her I ercei ed in the lass
case a ost te tin attachin feat render to the f 1l the
shinin inter osin late and the eneral show window effect.
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It was a reed tho h it wasnt ite arran ed that she sho Id
sitto e. Ifit wasnt ite arran ed this was beca se as I was
ade to nderstand fro an early sta e the conditions fro o r
start st be s ch as sho 1d excl de all ele ents of dist r
bance s ch in a word as she herself sho Id d e absol tely
fa o rable. And it see ed that these conditions were easily
i erilled. ddenly for instance at a o ent when I was
ex ectin her to eet an a oint ent the first that I had
ro osed Irecei ed ah rried isitfro Mrs.M nden whoca e
on her behalf to let e now that the season ha ened st not
to be ro itio s and that o r friend co ldnt be ites re to the
ho r when it wo 1d a ain beco e so. he felt nothin wo Id
a eitsob ta total absence of worry.

h a total absence 1[I said is a lar e order eliein a
worryin world.

es and she feels exactly that ore than yo d thin . Its in
fact st why she stnt ha e as she has now a artic lar
distress on at the ery o ent. he wants of co rse to loo her
best and s ch thin s tell on her a earance.

I shoo y head. othin tells on her a earance. othin
reaches it in any way nothin ets it. Howe er I can nder
stand her anxiety. t whats her artic lar distress

hy the illness of Miss add.
And who in the world s Miss add

Her ost inti ate friend and constant co anion the lady
who was with s here that first day.

h the little ro nd blac wo an who r led with ad iration

one other. t she was ta en ill last wee and it ay ery
well be that shell 1 le no ore. he was ery bad yesterday
and is no better to day and inas ch  set. If anythin

ha ens to Miss add shell ha e to et another and tho h
she has had two or three before that won t be so easy.



The Beldonald Holbein, by Henry James

Two or three Miss adds is it ossible And still wantin
another I recalled the oor lady co letely now. o 1
sho ldnt indeed thin it wo Id be easy to et another. t why
is a s ccession of the necessary to ady eldonalds exis
tence

Cant yo ess Mrs. M nden loo ed dee yeti atient.
They hel .

Hel what Hel who

hy e eryone. o and e for instance. To do what hy to
thin ina bea tif 1. he has the for that 1 ose they ser e
as foils as accents ser e on syllables as ter s of co arison.
They a e her stand o t. Its an effect of contrast that st be
fa iliar to yo artists its what a wo an does when she ts a
band of blac el et nder a earl orna ent that ay re ire
as she thin s a little showin off.

I wondered. 0yo ean she always has the blac

earno I e seen the bl e reen yellow. They ay be what
they li e solon as theyre always one other thin .

Hideo s

Mrs. M nden adea o thforit. Hideo s is too ch to say
she doesn t really re ire the as bad as that. t consistently
cheerf lly loyally lain. Its really a ost ha y relation. he
lo es the for it.

And for what do they lo e

hy st for the a iability that they rod ce in her. Then also
for their ho e. Its a career for the

I see. t if thats the case Ias ed why are they so diffic 1t
to find

h they st be safe its all in that her bein able to de end
on the to ee to the ter s of the bar ain and ne er ha e

o ents ofrisin as e enthe liest wo an will now and then
say when shesinlo e s erior to the sel es.
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It rned it o er. Then if they cant ins ire assions the oor
thin s aynte en at least feel the

he distinctly de recates it. Thatswhy s cha an asyo ay
be after all a co lication.

I contin ed tobrood. o re erys re Miss addsail entisnt
an affection that bein s othered has str ¢ in My o e
howe er wasnt well ti ed for I afterwards learned that the
nfort nate lady s state had been e en whilelIs o e s ch as to
forbid all ho e. The worst sy to s had a eared she was
destined not to reco er and a wee later I heard fro Mrs.
M nden that she wo 1d in fact r le no ore.

CHAPTER 11

All this had been for ady eldonald an a itation so reat that
access to her a art ent was denied for a ti e e en to her
sister in law. It was ch ore o t of the estion of co rse
that she sho Id n eil her face to a erson of y s ecial b si
ness with it so that the estion of the ortrait was by co  on
consent left to de end on that of the installation of a s ccessor
to her late co anion. ch a s ccessor I athered fro Mrs.
M nden widowed childless and lonely as well as ina t for the
inor offices she had absol tely to ha e a oreorlessh ble
alter a o to deal with the ser ants ee the acco nts a e the
tea and watch the window blinds. othin see ed ore nat ral
than that she sho ld arry a ain and ob io sly that i ht
co e yet the redecessors of Miss add had been conte ora
neo s with a first h sband so that others for ed in heri a e
i ht be conte oraneo s with a second. I was ch occ ied
in those onths at any rate and these estions and their ra i
fications losin the sel es for a while to y iew I was only
bro htbac tothe by Mrs. M ndens arri al one day with the
news that we were all ri ht a ain her sister in law was once
ore s ited. A certain Mrs. rash an A erican relati e who
she hadnt seen for years b t with who she had contin ed to

co nicate was to co e o t to her i ediately and this
erson it a eared co ld be ite tr sted to eet the condi
tions. hewas ly ly eno h witho tab se of it and was

nli itedly ood. The osition offered her by ady eldonald
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was oreo er exactly what she needed widowed also after any
tro bles and re erses with her fort ne of the s allest and her
ario s children either b ried or laced abo t she had ne er
hadti eor eansto isit En land and wo Id really be ratef 1
in her declinin years for the new ex erience and the leasant
li ht wor in ol ed in her co sins hos itality. They had been
ch to ether early in life and ady eldonald was i ensely
fond of her wo Id in fact ha e tried to et hold of her before
hadnt Mrs. rash been always in bonda e to fa ily d ties to
the ariety of her trib lations. I daresay Ila hed at vy friends
se of the ter osition the osition one i ht call it of a
candlestic orasi n ost andI daresay I st ha e as ed if the
s ecial ser ice the oor lady was to render had been ade clear
to her. Mrs. M nden left e in any case with the rather droll
i a e of her farin forth across the sea ite conscio sly and
resi nedly to erfor it.

The oint of the co nication had howe er been that vy sitter
was a ain loo in and wo 1d do btless on the arri al and
d e initiation of Mrs. rash be in for really to wait on e. The
sit ation st f rther to y nowled e ha e de elo ed

ha ily forI arran ed with Mrs. M nden that o r friend now all
ready to be in b t wantin first st to see the thin sIhad ost
recently done sho 1d co e once ore asa final reli inary to
y st dio. A ood forei n friend of ine a rench ainter Pa 1
trea was atthe o entin ondon andI had ro osed as
he was ch interested in ty es to et to ether for hisa se
ent as all afternoon arty. E eryoneca e ybi roo was
f 1l there was sicand a odests read and I e not for otten
the li ht of ad irationin trea s ex ressi e face as at the end
of half an ho r he ca e to e in his enth sias

I had tried to collect all the bea ty I co 1d and also all the

yo th so that for a o ent I was at a loss. I had tal ed to
any eo le and ro ided for the sic and there were fi res

in the crowd that were still lost to e. hat old wo an do yo
ean

I dont now her na e she was o er by the door a o ent
a o. I as ed so ebody and was told I thin that shes A eri
can.
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I loo ed abo t and saw one of y ests attach a air of fine
eyes to trea ery ch as if she new he st be tal in of
her. h ady eldonald es shes handso e b t the reat

oint abo t her is that she has been t to ee and that
she wo ldnt be flattered if she new yo s o e of her as old. A
box of sardines is old only after it has been o ened ady

eldonald ne er has yet been b t I oin todoit. I o ed
b tI was so ewhat disa ointed. It was a ty e that with his

nerrin sense for the banal I sho ldnt ha e ex ected trea
to ic o t.

o re oin to aint her t ydear an sheis ainted
and as neither yo nor I can do it. He had lost
her and I saw I had ade a ista e. hes the reatest of all
the reat Holbeins.

I was relie ed. Ah then not ady eldonald tdoI ossessa
Holbein of rice nawares

There she is there sheis ear dear dear what a head And
I saw who he eant and what a s all old lady in a blac
dress and a blac bonnet both relie ed with a little white who
had e idently st chan ed her lace to reach a corner fro
which ore of the roo and of the scene was resented to her.
he a eared nnoticed and n nown andIi  ediately reco
nised that so e other est st ha e bro ht her and for
want of o ort nity had as yet to call y attention to her. t
two thin s si ltaneo sly with this and with each other str c
e with force one of the the tr th of trea s descri tion of
her the other the fact that the erson brin in her co 1d only
ha e been ady eldonald. he a Holbein of the first
water yet she was also Mrs. rash thei orted foil the indis
ensable accent the s ccessor to the dreary Miss add y the
ti e I had t these thin s to ether trea s A erican
hain hel ed e Iwasin sts chf Il ossession of her face
as I had fo nd yself on the other first occasion of that of her
atroness. nly with so different a conse ence. I co ldnt loo
at her eno h and I stared and stared till I beca e aware she
i ht ha e fancied e challen in herasa erson n resented.

All the sa e trea went on e ally held
. If I were only stayin lon eno h for acrac at her tl
tellyo what and he sei ed yar brin hero er
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er
To Paris. hedha ea

Ah than s y dear fellow Iwasnow iteina osition to say
she s the handso est thin in ondon and for whatI i ht
do with her was already before e with intensity I ro ose to
ee her to yself. It was before e with intensity in the li ht
of Mrs. rashs distant erfection of a little white old face in
which e ery wrin le was the to ch of a aster b t so ethin
else I s ddenly felt was not less so for ady eldonald in the
other arter and tho h she co ldnt ha e ade o t the
s bect of o r notice contin ed to fix s and her eyes had the
challen e of those of the wo an of conse ence who has issed
so ethin . A o ent later I was close to her a olo isin first
fornot ha in been oreonthes otatherarri al b tsayin in
the next breath ncontrollably hy y dear lady its a
Holbein

A Holbein hat

hy the wonderf 1 shar old face so extraordinarily cons
ately drawn in the fra e of blac el et. That of Mrs. rash
I ean isntitherna e yo rco anion.

This was the be innin of a ost odd atter the essence of y
anecdote and I thin the ery first note of the oddity st ha e
so nded for e in the tone in which her ladyshi s o e after
iin e a silent loo . It see ed to co e to e o t of a
distance i eas rablyre o ed fro Holbein. Mrs. rashisnt

y co anion in the sense yo a ear to ean. hes y
rather near relation and a ery dear old friend. Ilo e her and
yo st now her.

now her Rather hy to see her is to want on the s otto o
for her. he also st sit for e

o isa rash If ady eldonald had the theory that her
bea ty directly showed it when thin s weren t well with her this
i ression which the fixed sweetness of her serenity had hith
erto str c e by no eans as stifyin ae enow Y first

li seofits ro nds. It was as if I had ne er before seen her
face in aded by anythin I sho Id ha e called an ex ression.
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This ex ression oreo er was of the faintest was li e the effect

rod ced on a s rface by an a itation both dee within and as
yet ch conf sed. Ha e yo told her so she then ic ly
as ed as if to soften the so nd of her s r rise.

earno I eb t st noticed her trea a o entao t
e on her. t were both so ta en and he also wants
To her ady eldonald ncontrollably r red.

ont be afraid we shall fi ht for her I ret rned with ala h
for this tone. Mrs. rash was still where I co 1d see her witho t
a earin to stare and she i htnt ha e seen I was loo in at
her tho h her rotectress I afraid co 1ld scarce ha e failed
of that certainty. S steachta eo rt rn and at any rate
shes a wonderf 1 thin so that if yo 1l let her o to Paris

trea ro ises her there

yco anion as ed.

A career bi er still than a on s as he considers we ha ent
half their eye. He arantees her a

heco ldnt eto erit. o isa rash In Paris

They do see I went on ore than we and they li e extraordi
narily dont yo now in that. t shell do so ethin here
too.

And what will she do

If fran lynowIco ldnthel 1iin Mrs. rash alon erloo so
after it I co 1d as little resist so ndin y .o llsee.
nly i eherti e.

he said nothin d rin the o entin which she et y eyes
b tthen Ti e it see s to e is exactly what yo and yo r
friend want. If yo ha ent tal ed with her

e ha ent seen her h we see ban off with a clic li e a
steel s rin . Its o r trade its o r life and we sho 1d be
don eysifwe ade ista es. Thats the wayIsawyo yo rself

ylady if I ay say so thats the way with a lon in strai ht

10
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thro hyo rbody I e otyo . And stsol e ot

All this for reasons had bro ht y est to her feet b t her
eyes had while we tal ed ne er once followed the direction of
ine. o call her a Holbein

trea did and I of co rsei  ediately reco nised it. ont
yo he brin s the old boy to life Its stasIsho 1d call yo
a Titian. o brin to life.

he co ldnt be said to relax beca se she co ldnt be said to
ha e hardened b t so ethin at any rate on this too lace in
her so ethin indeed ite disconnected fro what I wo 1d
ha e called her. ont yo nderstand that she has always
been s osed It had the rin of i atience ne ertheless it
sto ed shorton a scr le.

I new what it was howe er well eno h to say it for her if she
referred. To be nothin whate er to loo at To be nfort
nately lain or een if yo li e re lIsiely ly h yes 1
nderstand it erfectly stasI nderstand I ha etoasa art
of y trade any other for s of st idity. Its nothin new to
one that ninety nine eo le o t of a h ndred ha e no eyes no
sense no taste. There are whole co nities i  enetrably
sealed. I dont say yo r friendsa ersonto a ethe ent rn
ro nd in Re ent treet. t it adds to the oy of the few who do
see that they ha e it so ch to the sel es. here in the world
can she ha e 1i ed o st tell e all abo t that or rather

if shell be so ood st.

o ean then tos ea toher
I wondered as she lled a ain. fher bea ty

Her bea ty cried ady eldonald so lo d that two or three
ersons loo ed ro nd.

Ah with e ery reca tion of res ect I declared in a ch lower

tone. t her bac was by thisti et rned to e and in the
o € ent as it were one of the stran est little dra asI ee er
nown was well la nched.

11
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CHAPTER III

Itwasadra aofs alls othered intensely ri ate thin s andI

new of b t one other erson in the secret yet that erson and I
fo nd it ex isitely s sce tible of notation followed it with an
interest the t al co nication of which did ch foro r
enoy ent and were resent with e otion at its to chin catas
tro he. The s all case for so s all a case had ade a reat
stride e en before y little arty se arated and in fact within
the next ten in tes.

In that s ace of ti e two thin s had ha ened one of which was
that I ade the ac aintance of Mrs. rash and the other that
Mrs. M nden reached e clea in the crowd with one of her
s al ieces of news. hat she had toi art was that on her
ha in st before as ed ina if the conditions of o r sittin had
been arran ed with e ina had re lied with so ethin 1li e
er ersity that she didnt ro ose to arran e the  that the
whole affair was off a ain and that she referred not to be
f rther beset for the resent. The estion for Mrs. M nden was
nat rally what had ha ened and whether I nderstood. h I
nderstood erfectly and what I at first ost nderstood was
that e en when I had bro ht in the na e of Mrs. rash intelli
ence wasn t yet in Mrs. M nden. he was ite as s r rised as
ady eldonald had been on hearin of the estee in which I
held Mrs. rashs a earance. he was st efied at learnin
that T had stin yardo r ro osed toits ro rietress to sit to
e. nly she ca e ro nd ro tly which ady eldonald
really ne er did. Mrs. M nden was in fact wonderf 1 for when I
had ien her icly Thy shes a Holbein yo now abso
1 tely she too it after a first fine acancy withani edi
ate abys al h she that as a iece of social y nastics
did her the reatest hono r and she was in fact the first in
ondon to s read the tidin s. or a face abo tit was a nifi
cent. t she was also the first I st add to see what wo I1d
really ha en tho h thisshe tbefore e onlyawee ortwo
later. It will illher ydear thats what it will do

he eant neither ore nor less than that it wo Id ill ady

eldonald if I were to aint Mrs. rash for at this 1 rid li ht had
we arri ed in so short a s ace of ti e. It was for e to decide

12
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whether y aesthetic need of i in life to y idea was s ch as
to stify e in destroyin itin awo an after allin ost eyes so
bea tif 1. The sit ation was indeed s fficiently eer for it
re ained to be seen what I sho 1d ositi ely ain by i in
Mrs. rash. Ia eared to ha e in any case lost ady eldonald
now too set it was always Mrs. M ndens word abo t her
and as I inferred her own abo t herself to eet e a ain on
o r re io s footin . The only thin I of co rse soon saw was
to te orise to dro the whole estion for the resent and yet
so far as ossible ee each of the airin iew. I ay as well say
at once that this lan and this rocess a e their rinci al inter
est to the next se eral onths. Mrs. rash had t rned if I
re e ber early in the new year and her little wonderf 1 career
was in o r artic lar circle one of the feat res of the followin
season. It was at all e ents for yself the ost attachin its
not yfa ltifla so tto ether as often to find ore life in
sit ations obsc re and s bect to inter retation than in the
ross rattle of the fore ro nd. And there were all sorts of thin s
thin s to chin a sin ystifyin  and abo e all s ch an
instance as  had ne er yet et in this f nny little fort ne of the
sef 1A erican co sin. Mrs. M nden was ro tly at one with
e as to the rarity and to a near and h an iew the bea ty
and interest of the osition. e had neither of s e er before
seen that de ree and that s ecial sort of ersonal s ccess co e
toawo an for the first ti e so late in life. I1fo nditanexa Ile
of oetic of absol tely retrib ti e stice so that y desire rew
reat to wor it as we say on those lines. I had seen it all fro
the ori inal o ent at y st dio the oor lady had ne er
nown an ho rs a reciation which oreo er in erfect ood
faith she had ne er issed. The ery first thin I did after
ind cin so nintentionally the resentf 1 retreat of her rotec
tress had been to o strai ht o er to her and say al ost witho t
reli inaries that I sho 1d hold yselfi eas rably obli ed for
a few atient sittin s. hatIth s ca e face to face with was
on the instant her whole nenli htened ast and the f 11 if fore
shortened re elation of what a on s all was now nfailin ly
in store for her. To t rn the handle and start that t ne ca e to
e on the s ot as a te tation. Here was a oor lady who had
waited for the a roach of old a e to find o t what she was
worth. Here was a beni hted bein to who it was to be
disclosed in her fifty se enth year Iwasto a ethato t that

13
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she had so ethin that i ht ass for a face. heloo ed ch
ore than her a e and was fairly fri htened as if I had been
tryin on her so e ossibly heartless ondon tric when she
hadta enin ya eal. That showed e in what an air she had
liedand asIsho ld ha ebeente tedto tithadlIs o en
ot a on what children of dar ness. ater on I did the
ore stice saw ore that her wonderf 1 oints st ha e
been oints lar ely the fr it of ti e and e en that ossibly she
i ht ne er in all her life ha e loo ed so well as at this artic
lar o ent. It i ht ha e been that if her ho r had str ¢ 1
st ha ened to be resent at the stri in . hat had occ rred
all the sa e was at the worst a notable co edy.

The fa o s irony of fate ta es anyfor s b tI had ne er yet
seen it ta e  ite this one. he had been had o er on an

nderstandin and she wasnt layin fair. he had bro en the
law of her liness and had t rned bea tif 1 on the hands of her
e loyer. More interestin e en erha s than a iew of the
conscio s tri h that this i ht re are for her and of which
hadIdo btedof yown de ent Ico Idstillta e trea s
fine start as the f 11  arantee ore interestin was the es
tion of the rocess by which s ch a history co 1d et itself
enacted. The c rio s thin was that all the while the reasons of
her ha in assed for lain the reasons for ady eldonalds
fond calc lation which they ite stified were written lar e in
her face so lar e that it was easy to nderstand the as the
only ones she herself had e er read. hat was it then that act
ally ade the old stale sentence ean so ethin so different
into what new co binations what extraordinary lan a e

n nown b t nderstood at a lance had ti e and life trans
lated it The only thin to be said was that ti e and life were
artists who beat s all wor in with reci es and secrets we
co ldne er find o t. Ireally o httoha e li e alect rer or a
show an a chart or a blac board to resent ro erly the rela
tion in the wonderf 1 old tender battered blanched face between
the ori inal ele ents and the ex isite final it style. Ico 1d do
it with chal s b tI can scarcely do it with words. Howe er the
thin was for any artist who res ected hi self to it which
I ab ndantly did and then not to conceal fro I felt it
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where she was. hen yo e been bro ht for fifty years on
blac it st be hard to ad st yo r or anis at a days notice
to old colo r. Her whole nat re had been itched in the ey of
hers osed lainness. he had nown how to be 1ly it was
the only thin she had learnt sa e if ossible how not to ind
it. ein bea tif 1too in any case a new set of  scles. It was
on the rior con iction literally that she had de elo ed her
ad irable dress instincti ely felicito s always either blac or
white and a atter of rather se ere s areness and st died line.

he was a nificently neat e erythin she showed had a way of
loo in both old and fresh and there was on e ery occasion the
sa e ict re in her dra ed head dra ed in low fallin blac
and the fine white laits of a ainters white so ehow dis osed
on her chest. hat had ha ened was that these arran e ents
deter ined by certain considerations lent the sel es in effect

ch better to certain others. Ado ted in ere shy silence they

had really only dee ened her accent. It was sin lar oreo er
that so constit ted there was nothin in her as ect of the
ascetic or the n n. he was a ood hard sixteenth cent ry
fi re not withered with innocence bleached rather by life in the
o en. he was in short st what we had ade of her a Holbein
fora reat M se and o r osition Mrs. M ndens and ine
ra idly beca e that of ersons ha in s ch a treas re to dis ose
of. Theworld Is ea ofco rse ainly of the art world floc ed
to see it.

CHAPTER IV

t has she any idea herself oor thin was the way I had
tit to Mrs. M nden on o r next eetin after the incident at
y st dio with the effect howe er only of lea in  y friend at
firsttota e easall din to Mrs. rashs ossible re ision of
the chatter she i ht create. I had y own sense of that this
ro ision had been nil the estion was of her conscio sness of
the office for which ady eldonald had co nted on her and for
which we were so ro tly roceedin to s oil her alto ether.

hIthin she arri ed with a oodish notion Mrs. M nden had
re lied when I had ex lained for shes cle er too yo now as
well as ood loo in and I dont see how if she e er really
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ina she co 1d ha e s osed for a o ent that she wasnt

wanted for whate er she i hthaeleftto i e . Hasnt she
oreo er always been ade to feel that shes 1ly eno h for
anythin It was e en at this oint already wonderf 1 how vy

friend had astered the case and what li hts ali e for its ast
and its f t re she was re ared to throw on it. If she has seen
herself as ly eno h for anythin she has seen herself and
that was the only way as 1ly eno h for ina and she has
had her own anner of showin that she nderstands witho t

a in ina co it herself to anythin 1 ar. 0 en are
ne er witho t ways for doin s ch thin s both for co nicat
in and recei in nowled e that I cant ex lain to yo and
that yo wo ldnt mnderstand if I co 1d since yo st be a
wo an e en to do that. I daresay they e ex ressed it all to each
othersi lyinthelan a eof isses. t doesnt it at any rate

a eso ethin rather bea tif 1 of the relation between the as
affected by o r disco ery

I had ala h for her 1 ral ossessi e. The oint is of co rse
that if there was a conscio s bar ain and o r action on Mrs.
rash is to de ri e her of the sense of ee in her side of it
ario s thin s ay ha en that wont be ood either for her or
foro rsel es. he ay conscientio sly throw the osition.

es y co anion sed for she is conscientio s. r ina
witho twaitin for that ay cast her forth.

I faced it all. Then we sho Id ha eto ee her.

As are lar odel Mrs. M nden was ready for anythin .
h that wo 1d be lo ely

t I f rther wor ed it o t. The diffic Ity is that shes not a

odel han it that shes too ood for one that shes the ery
thin herself. hen trea and I ha e each had o r o that
will be all therell be nothin left for any one else. Therefore it
beho es s ite to nderstand that o r attit des a res onsibil
ity. If we cant do for her ositi ely ore than ina does

e st let her alone My co anion contin ed to se. 1
see
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etdont Iret rned see too ch. e do ore.

Than ina he was a ain on the s ot. It wo ldnt after all
be diffic 1t. e only want the directly o osite thin and which
is the only one the oor dear can i e. nless indeed she
s ested wesi lyretract webac o t.

It rned it o er. Its too late for that. hether Mrs. rashs
eace is onelcant say. t inasis.

es and theres no way to brin it bac that wont sacrifice her

friend. e cant t rn ro nd and say Mrs. rash is ly can
we t fancy inas not ha in Mrs. M nden
exclai ed.

he doesnt see now I answered. hecant I certain a e
o t what we ean. The wo an for still is st what she
always was. t she has ne ertheless had her stro e and her
blindness while she wa ers and ro es in the dar only adds to
her disco fort. Her blow was to see the attention of the world
de iate.

All the sa eI dont thin yo now y interloc tress said
that ina will ha e ade her a scene or that whate er we do
shell e er a e her one. That isnt the way it will ha en for
she s exactly as conscientio s as Mrs. rash.

Then what is the way Ias ed.
Itwill stha en in silence.

And what will it asyo callit be
Isn t that what we want really to see

ell Ire lied afterat rn or two abo t whether we want it or
not it s exactly what we see which is a reason the ore for
fancyin between the air there in the iet ex isite ho se
and f 11 of s eriorities and s ressions as they both are the
extraordinary sit ation. If I said st now that its too late to do
anythin b t assent its beca se I e ta en the f 11 eas re of
what ha ened at y st dio. Ittoo b tafew o ents bt
she tasted of the tree.
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My co anion wondered. ina

Mrs. rash. And to ha e to tit so inistered while I too
yet another t rn to a sort of a itation. r attit de was a
res onsibility.

tIhad s ested so ethin else to vy friend who a eared
fora o entdetached. ho 1dyo say shell hate her worse if
she see

ady eldonald oesnt see what we see yo ean than if
she does AhI ie Ila hed. t what I can tell yo
is why I hold that as I said st now we can do ost. e can
do this we can 1i e to a har less and sensiti e creat re hith
erto ractically disinherited and i e with an nex ectedness
that will i ensely add to its rice the re oy of a dee
dra ht of the ery ride of life of an acclai ed ersonal
tri hino rs erior so histicated world.

Mrs. M nden had a low of res onse for y s dden elo ence.
h it will be bea tif 1

CHAPTER V

ell thats what on the whole and in s ite of e erythin it
really was. It hasdro edinto y e ory arich little allery of
ict res a re lar anora a of those occasions that were to
inister to the iew fro which I had so fora o ent extracted
a lyric ins iration. I see Mrs. rash on each of these occasions
ractically enthroned and s rro nded and ore or less obbed
see the h rryin and the n d in and the ressin and the

starin see the eo le a in and introd ced and catch
the word when they ha e had their t rn hear it abo e all the
reat one Ah yes the fa o s Holbein assed abo t with

that erfection of ro tit de that a es the otions of the

ondon ind so ha ya ixt re of those of the arrot and the
shee . othin wo 1ld be easier of co rse than to tell the whole
little tale with an eye only for that silly side of it. reat was the
silliness b t reat also as to this case of oor Mrs. rash I will
say for it the ood nat re. f co rse f rther ore it too in

artic lar o r set with its ositi e child terror of the banal to
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be either so foolish or so wise tho h indeed I e ne er ite
nown where o r set be ins and ends and ha e had to content
yself on this score with the indication once i en e by a lady
next who I was laced at dinner h its bo nded on the
north by Ibsen and on the so th by ar ent Mrs. rash ne er
sat to e she absol tely declined and when she declared that it
was ite eno h for her that I had with that fine reci itation
in ited her I ite too this as she eant it before we had one
ery far o r nderstandin hers and ine was co lete. Her
attit de was as ha yas hers ccess was rodi io s. The sacri
fice of the ortrait was a sacrifice to the tr e inwardness of ady
eldonald and did ch fortheti e Idi ined toward fflin
their do estic tension. All it was th s in her ower to say and
I heard of a few cases of her ha in said it was that she was
s reIwo 1ld ha e ainted her bea tif lly if she hadnt re ented
e. heco ldnt e en tell the tr th which was that I certainly
wo 1d ha e done so if ady eldonald hadnt and she ne er
co Id ention the s bect at all before that ersona e. I can
only describe the affair nat rally fro the o tside and hea en
forbid indeed that I sho 1d try too closely to reconstr ct the
ossible stran e interco rse of these ood friends at ho e.

My anecdote howe er wo Id lose half the oint it ay ha e to
show were I to o it all ention of the cons ate t rn her
ladyshi a eared rad ally to ha e fo nd herself able to i e
her de ort ent. he had ade iti ossible I sho 1d yself
brin or old o r oriinal estion b t there was real
distinction in her anner of now acce tin certain other ossi
bilities. et e do her that stice her effort at a nani ity
st ha e been i  ense. There co ldnt fail of co rse to be
ways in which oor Mrs. rash aid for it. How ch she had to
ay we were in fact soon eno h to see and its vy inti ate
con iction that as a cli ax her life at last was the rice. t
while she li ed at least and it was with an intensity for those
wondro s wee s of which she had ne er drea ed ady
eldonald herself faced the sic. This is what I ean by the
ossibilities by the shar act alities indeed that she acce ted.
he too o r friend o t she showed her at ho e ne er
atte ted to hide or to betray her layed her no tric whate er
so lon as the ordeal lasted. he dran dee on her side too of
the c the ¢ that for her own li s co 1ld only be bitterness.
There was I thin scarce a s ecial s ccess of her co anions
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at which she wasnt ersonally resent. Mrs. M nden s theory of
the silence in which all this wo 1d be ffled for the was none
the less and in ab ndance confir ed by o r obser ations. The
whole thin was to be the death of one or the other of the b t
they ne ers o eofitattea. Ire e bere en that ina went so
far as to say to e once loo in e f 11 in the eyes ite
s bli ely I e adeo twhatyo ean she a ict re. The
bea ty of this oreo er was that as I ers aded she hadnt
really ade it o t at all the words were the ere hy ocrisy of
her reflecti e endea o r for irt e. he co ldnt ossibly ha e
ade it o t her friend was as ch as e er dreadf lly lain to
her she st ha e wondered to the last what on earth
ossessed s. o ldnt it in fact ha e been after all st this
fail re of ision this s re e st idity in short that e t the
catastro he so lon at bay There was a certain sense of reat
ness for her in seein so any of s soabs rdly ista en and]I
recall that on ario s occasions and in artic lar when she
ttered the words st oted this hi h serenity as a si n of the
relief of her soreness if not of the effort of her conscience did
so ethin ite isible to y eyes and also ite n rece
dented for the bea ty of her face. he ot a real lift fro it
s ch a o entary discernible s bli ity that I recollect co in
o ton the s ot witha eercrdea sed oyo nowl
belie eI co 1d aintyo

he was a fool not to ha e closed with e then and there for
what has ha ened since has altered e erythin what was to
ha en a little later was so ch ore than I co 1d swallow.
This was the disa earance of the fa o s Holbein fro one day
to the other rod cin a consternationa on sallas reatas
if the Ven s of Milo had s ddenly anished fro the o re.
hehassi lyshi ed her strai ht bac the ex lanation was
i en in that for by Mrs. M nden who added that any cord
lled ti ht eno h wo Id end at last by sna in . At the sna

in any case we i htily ed for the aster iece we had for
three or fo r onths been li in with had ade s feelits res
ence as a l ino s lesson and a daily need. e reco nised

ore than e er that it had been for hi h finish the e ofo r
collection we fo nd what a blan it left on the wall. ady
eldonald i ht fill the blan b t we co ldnt. That she did
soon fill it and hea enhel s was t before e after
an inter al of no reat len th b t d rin which I hadnt seen
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her. I dined on the Christ as of last year at Mrs. M ndens
and ina with a scratch lot as o r hostess said was there so
that the reli inary wait bein lon ish she co lda roach e
ery sweetly. Ill co e to yo to orrow if yo 1li e she said
and the effect of it after a first stare at her wasto a e eloo
all ro nd. I too in by these two otions two thin s one of
which was that tho h now a ain so satisfied herself of her hi h
state she co Id i e e nothin co arable to what I sho 1d
ha e othad sheta en e atthe o entof y eetin her
on her distin ished concession the other that she was s ited
afresh and that Mrs. rashs s ccessor was f lly installed. Mrs.
rashs s ccessor was at the other side of the roo and I
beca e conscio s that Mrs. M nden was waitin to see y eyes
see her. I essed the eanin of the wait what was one this

ti e to say h first and fore ost ass redly that it was
i  ensely droll for thisti e at least there was no ista e. The
lady I loo ed on and as to who y friend a ain ite at

sea a ealed to e for afor la was as little a Holbein or a
s eci en of any other school as she was 1li e ady eldonald
herself a Titian. The for la was easy to i e for the a se

ent was that her rettiness yes literally rodi io sly her
rettiness was distinct. ady eldonald had been a nifi
cent had been al ost intelli ent. Miss hats her na e
contin es retty contin es e en yo n and doesnt atter a
straw he atters so ideally little that ady eldonald is racti
cally safer I d e than she has e er been. There hasnt been a
sy to of chatter abo t this erson and I belie e her rotec
tress is ch s r rised that were not orestr c .

It was at any rate strictly i ossibleto eto a eana oint
ent for the day as to which I ha e st recorded inas
ro osal and the t rn of e ents since then has not ic ened
y ea erness. Mrs. M nden re ained in corres ondence with

Mrs. rash to the extent thatis of three letters each of which

she showed e. They sotoldtoo ri a ination her terrible little

story that we were ite re ared or tho ht we were for her

oin o tli e asn ffed candle. he resisted on her ret rm to
her ori inal conditions less than a year the taste of the tree asI
had called it had been fatal to her what she had contentedly
eno h li ed witho t before for half a cent ry she co ldnt now

li e witho t for a day. I now nothin of her ori inal condi

tions so e inor A erican city sa e that for her to ha e one
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bac to the was clearly to ha e ste edo tof her fra e. e

erfor ed Mrs. M nden andI as allf neral ser ice for her by
tal in it all o er and a in it all o t. It wasnt the inor
A erican city a ar et for Holbeins and what had occ rred
was that the oor old ict re banished fro its se and
refreshed by the rise of nonew o e enttohan it wasca able
of the iracle of a silent re ol tion of itself t rnin in its dire
dishono r its face to the wall. o it stood witho t the inter en
tion of the host of a critic till they ha ened to 1l it ro nd
a ain and find it ere dead aint. ell it had had if thats
anythin its season of fa e its na e on a tho sand ton es
and rinted in ca itals in the catalo e. e hadnt been at
fa It. I ha ent all the sa e the least note of her not a
scratch. And I did her so in intention Mrs. M nden contin es
tore ind e howe er that this is not the sort of renderin with
which on the other side after all ady eldonald ro oses to
content herself. he has co e bac to the estion of her own

ortrait. et e settle it then at last. ince she ha e the
real thin well han it she shall
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