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so i y .o 1l see. ly ie er
ti e.

16



The Beldonald Holbein, by Henry James

esai ot i ri te o eti i s e
et y eyes tt e i e itsee sto e is
e atly at yo a yo r frie at fyo
ae ttal e it er

e ae tsee er esee a off it a
li i easteelsri . tso rtra e itso r life
a esol e o eysif e a e ista es.
atst e ay sa yo yo rself yla y if ay
say so t atst e ay it alo i strai t
t ro yor oy e ot yo . stso e
ot
11t is forreaso s a ro t y estto er
feet t ereyes a ile etal e eero e
follo e t e ire tio of i e. o all era
ol ei
trea i a of o rse i e iately
reo ise it. o tyo e ri st eol oyto
life ts stas s ol allyo a itia . o
ri to life.

e ol t esai torela easese ol t

esai to ae ar e e tso eti atay
rateo t istoo laei er so eti 1 ee
ite iso e te fro at ol ae alle
er. o tyo ersta t ats e asal ays
ee s ose t a teri ofi atie e

e ert elessitsto e s orto asr le.

17



The Beldonald Holbein, by Henry James

e atit as o eer elle o to say it
for erifs e referre . o e ot i ate er to
loo at o e fort ately lai ore e ifyo
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t as a ra aofs all s ot ere i te sely

ri ateti s a e of to eot er erso
i t eseret yett at erso a fo it
e isitely s s e ti le of otatio follo e it it
a 1terestt e talo i atio of i i

forore oy et a ere rese t it
e otio atits to i atastro e. e s all

ase forsos alla ase a a ea reatstri e
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iti te ette 1 tes.

t ats aeofti et oti s a a ee o e

of 1 ast at aetea aita eofMrs.
ras a ¢t eot ert at Mrs. M e rea e
e leai te ro it o eof er s al ie es
of e s. ats e a toi art ast at o er
ai st efore as e iaift e o itio s of
o r sitti a ee arra e it e 1a a
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a et er erstoo . erstoo
erfe tly a at at first ost erstoo  as
t ate e e a ro ti t e a eof Mrs.
ras itellie e as tyeti Mrs. M e . e
as iteass rrise as ay el oal a ee
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ras sa eara e. e asst efie atlear i
t at a st 1 y ar o r ro ose to its
ro rietress to sit to e. ly s e a ero

ro tly i ay el oal really e er i.
Mrss M e asi fat o erfl for e a
ie er 1 ly ys esa ol el yo 0
a sol tely s e too it after a first fi e
aa y it a i e iate a ys al S e

t at asa ieeofsoial y astis i erte
reatest o or a s e asi fatt efirsti
o o tosrea tetii s. orafae a o tit
as a ifie t. ts e asalsot efirst st

a tosee at ol really a e t o t is

se t efore eolya ee ort olater. t ill
ill er y ear t ats atit ill o

e eat eit er ore orlesst a t atit o 1
ill ay el oal if ereto ai tMrs. ras
foratt isl ri i t a earrie i sos orta
saeofti e.e t asfor eto eie eter y
aest eti ee of 11 lifeto yi ea ass as
to stify ei estroyi iti a o a afteralli
ost eyes so ea tif L e sit atio asi ee
s ffiie tly eer foritre ai e to e see at

sol ositiely ai y ii Mrs. ras .
a eare to aei ay aselost ay el o al
o too set it as al ays Mrs. M e s
or aot era as 1 ferre er o aot
erself to eet ea ai o o r re io s footi
eolyti of o rse soo sa as to
te orise to ro t e ole estio for t e
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rese ta yetsofaras ossi le ee ea oft e
airi ie . ayas ellsayato et att is
la a tis roess aet eir ri i ali terest
tot e etseeral ots. Mrs. ras a tr e
if re e er earlyi t e e year a er
little o erf 1l areer asi o r arti lar ir le
o eoft efeat resoft efollo i seaso . t as
atalle e ts for yselft e ostatta i its ot
yfa ltif a so tto et er as ofte to fi
ore life i sit atio s o0 s re a s et to
i ter retatio t a 1 t e ross rattle of t e
fore ro . t ere ere all sorts of t i s
ti sto 1 a si ystifyi a aoe
all s a ista eas a eeryet et i t is
f  ylittle fort eoft e sef 1 eria o0 si.
Mrs. M e as ro tlyato e it e as to
t e rarity a to a ear a a 1e t e
ea tya 1 terestoft e ositio. e a eit er
of se er eforesee t at ereea t ats e ial
sort of erso als ess o etoa o a fort e
first ti e so late i life. fo ita e a leof
oeti of a sol telyretri tie stie sot at y
esire re reatto or it as esay o t ose
li es. a see itallfro t eoriial o e tat
yst iote oorlay a eer o a ors
a re iatio i oreo er i erfe t oo
fait s e a e er isse. e ery firstt i
i afteri i so 1 te tio allyt erese tf 1
retreat of er rote tress a ee to ostrai t
oerto era sayal ost it o t reli i aries
tat s ol ol yselfi eas ralyolie for
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a fe atie t sitti s. at t s a efaeto
fa e it as o t e i stat er ole
eli tee asta t ef 1l if fores orte e
re elatio of at a o s all as o

faili lyi storefor er. otr te a lea
start t att e a e to eo tes ot as a

te tatio . ere asa oorlay o a aite
fort ea roa ofol aetofi ot ats e as
ort . ere asa ei te e to o it as
to e islose i erfiftyse e t year as to
aetatot tatse a so eti tat 1 t
ass for a fa e. e loo e oret a er
ae a as fairly fri te e as if a ee
tryi o er so e ossi ly eartless o o
tri e se a tae i y a eal. at
S 0 e el ata airs e a lie a as
s ol ae e te te to tit a S 0 e
ot a o at il re of ar ess. atero

i te ore sti e sa ore t at er

o erfl oits st ae ee oi tslarelyt e
fr itofti e a ee t at ossilyse 1 t
eeri all erlife aeloo e so ellasatt is
arti lar o et. t 1 t ae ee t atif er
or a str st a e e to e rese tat
t estri 1 . at a o rre allt esa e as
att e orsta otale o e y.

efa o s iro yoffate ta es a yfor s t

a eeryetsee itta e itet iso e. e a
ee a oer o a ersta i a s e
as t layi fair. e a roe tela of er
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li essa atre eatiflo te a sof
ere loyer. Morei teresti e e er ast a
a ie oft e o sio s tri tattis 1 t
re are for er a of i a o te of y
0 e et o1l still ta e trea s fi e
start ast ef 11 ara tee ore i teresti as
t e estio oft e roess y 1 s a istory
ol etitselfe a te . e rio st i ast at
all t e ilet ereaso sof er ai asse for
lai t ereaso s for ay el o al s fo
al latio i t ey ite  stifie ere
ritte lar ei erfa e solar et atit as easy
to ersta te ast eolyoess e erself
a e errea . at asitt e t atat ally
aet eol stalese te e ea so eti so
iffere t 1 to at e o 1 atio s at
e traor i ary la ae 0 t erstoo
ata la e a ti ea life tra slate it e
olyti to esai ast atti ea life ere

artists o eat sall ori it rei esa
serets e ol eerfi ot reallyo tto
aeliealet reroraso a a artora
la oar to rese t ro erlyt erelatio 1 t e
o erflol te er attere la e fae
et ee teoriialele etsa tee isite
fi al it style. ol oit it als t a

sarely oit it ors. o eertet i as
for a y artist ores ete 1 self to it

i a atly i a te otto o eal
fro felt it i e le te as little. t

s e asreally to o er o lete stie t elast
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to ersta a ots ret at tot ee
fort ere asa e s e 1ite aeitallo tor
e eres e as. e yo e ee ro t

for fifty yearso la it st e ar toa st
yo ror a is ata ays otieto ol olor. er
ole at re a ee it e i t e eyof er

S ose lai ess. e a 0 o to e
ly it ast eolyti s e a lear tsa e if
ossile o otto i it. ei ea tif 1 too

i ay asea e setof sles. t aso t e
rior o 1itio literally t ats e a e elo e
era ira le ress i sti ti elyfeli ito s al ays

eit er la or itea a atterofrat er se ere

S are ess a st ie li e. e as
a ifietly eat eeryt i s es o e a a
ay of loo 1 ot ol a fres a t ere aso

eeryo asio t esa e it rei er ra e

ea ra e 1 lo falli la a tefie
ite laits of a ai ters ite so e o
1s ose o er est. at a a e e as

t att esearra e e ts eter i e y ertai
o si eratio s le tt e sel esi effet
etter to ertai ot ers. o te 1 ere s y
sile et ey a reallyoly eeee era et. t
assi lar oreo er t at so o stit te t ere
as oti 1 eras etoft easeti ort e
e asa oo ar siteet etryfi re ot
it ere it i oe e lea e rat er ylifei

t eo e . e asi s ort st at e a ae
of er a ol ei for a reat M se a or
ositio Mrs. M e sa ieraily ea e
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t atof erso s ai s a treas re to 1is ose
of. e orl sea of orse ailyoft e
art orl flo e toseeit.

CHAPTER IV

t ass ea yi ea erself oort i ast e
ay a t it to Mrs. M e o or et
eeti aftert ei 1etat yst 1o it t e

effet o e er o lyoflea i y frie  at first to
ta e e as all i to Mrs. ras s ossi le
re isio oft e atters e 1 t reate. a y

0 se seoft at tis roisio a ee it e
estio asof er o sio s essoft e offi e for

i ay eloal a o te o era for
i e ereso ro tly roeei tos oil er
alto et er.

t 1 S e arri e it a o0 is otio

Mrs. M e a re lie e a e lai e
for s es le er too yo 0 as ell as
oo looi a o tsee o ifs ee erreally

iase ol aes ose fora o et
tats e as t a te for ate ers e 1 t

aeleftto ie . as ts e oreo eral ays
ee aetofeel t at s es ly e o for
a yt i t asee att is oi t alrea y
o erfl o y frie a astere t e ase
a atli ts ali eforits asta itsf t re
se as re are tot ro o it. fs e as see
erselfas lye o fora yt i s e as see
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erself a t at ast e oly ay as ly

e o for iaa se as a ero a er
ofsoi tats e ersta s itot ai
ia o it erselftoa yt i lar. o e
are eer it ot aysfor oi s ti s ot
for o iati a reeii ole e t at
a te lai to yo a t at yo ol ¢t
ersta if ol si eyo st ea o a
ee to ot at. aresay t ey e e resse itall
toea ot ersi lyi t ela a eof isses. t

oes tit at a y rate a e so et i rat er
ea tif 1 of t erelatio et ee t e as affe te
yo r is o ery

a ala for er 1 ral ossessi e. e ol t
isof o rset atift ere asa o sio s ar ai
a orato o Mrs. ras isto e ri e erof

t ese seof ee i ersi eofit ario st i s
ay a e tat o t e oo eit erfor er or for
o rsel es. e ay o sie tio slyt ro t e
ositio .
es y o a io se for s e is

osietios. r ia itot aiti fort at
ay ast erfort .

fa e it all. e es ol aeto ee er.

sare lar oel Mrs. M e asrea y for
ayti . tat ol eloely

26



The Beldonald Holbein, by Henry James

t frt er or e ito t. e iffi ltyist at
ses ota oel a it t ats estoo oo for

oe tatseste eryti erself. e
trea a a eea a or ot at ill e
all t erell e ot i left for a y o e else.
erefore it e o es s ite to ersta t at

o rattit esares o siility. f e a t ofor er
ositi ely oret a 1 a oes

e stlet eralo e My o aio oti e
to se. see

et ot ret r e seetoo . e 0
ore.
a ia e asaal o t e s ot. t
ol tafterall e iffi 1t. eoly att e
ire tly o ositet i a i isteolyoe
t e oor ear a i e. less 1 ee s e
S este esi lyretrat e a ot

t re itoer. ts toolate fort at. et er
Mrs. ras s eaeis o e a tsay. t 1as
1s.

esa teres o ayto ri it a t at o t

sarifie erfrie . e a ttr ro a say
Mrs. ras is ly a e tfa y 1as ot
ai Mrs M e e lai e.
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e oes tsee o a s ere . e at
ertai aeot at e ea . e o a for

still is st ats eal ays as. ts e as
e ert eless a er stro e a er li ess

iles e a ersa roesi te ar olya s
to er 1is o fort. er lo as to see t e

atte tio oft e orl e iate.

I1 t e sa e o tti yo 0 y
1 terlo tresssai tat ia il ae ae era
seeort at ate er e oselleer ae er
o e. atis tt e ayit il a e fors es
e atlyas o s ie tio sas Mrs. ras .

e atist e ay as e .
t ill st a e i sile e.
at ill it asyo allit e

s tt at at e a treallytosee

ell re lie afterat r ort oa ot et er
e atitor otitse a tly at e see
i isareaso t e ore forfa yi et ee

te airtere i te 1iete isite o se a
f 1l of s erioritiesa s ressio sast ey ot
are t ee traor i arysit atio . f sai st o

t at its too late to o a yt i t asse t its
e a se etae tefll eas re of at
a ee at y st io0. t too t a fe
0o e ts ts etaste oft e tree.
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Mrs. ras . to aeto titso 1 istere
ile too yeta ot ert r toa sortofa itatio .
rattit e asares o si ility.

t a s este so et i elseto y frie
oa eare fora o et eta e . ol yo
says ell ate er orseifs e see

ay el o al oes t see at e see yo
ea ta ifs e oes ie
la e. t at a tellyo is y ol
t at as sai st o ea o ost. e a o
t is e a 1etoa ar less a se siti e
reat re it erto ra ti ally isi erite a ie

it a e ete esst at illi e selya to
its rie te re oyofa ee ra toft e ery
ri e of life of a a lai e erso al tri i

ors eriorso isti ate orl .

Mrss. M e a a lo ofres o sefor ys e
elo e e. it il e ea tif 1

CHAPTER V

ell t ats at o t e olea 1 s ite of
e eryt i itreally as. t as ro e ito y
e oryari little alleryof it res are lar
a ora aoft oseo asio st at ereto 1 ister
tot e ie fro 1 a sofora o et
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e trate alyri i s iratio . see Mrs. ras o
ea oft eseo asio s ratiallyet ro e a
S rro e a ore or less o e seet e
rryi a te i a te ressi a te
stari seet e eole ai a 1itro e
a at t e or e tey ae a teirtr
ear it a o e all t e reat o e yes t e
fa o s ol ei asse a ot it t at

erfe tio of ro tit et at a est e otio s
oft e o o 1 so a ya it reoft oseof
te arrota tese . oti ol eeasier
of orset a totellt e ole little tale it a
eye o ly for t at silly si e of it. reat ast e
silli ess t reat alsoastot is ase of oor Mrs.

ras ill say forit t e oo at re. f o rse
frt er ore ittoo i arti lar o rset it its

ositi e 1l terror of t e a al to e eit er so
foolis orso ise t o 1 ee e eer ite
0 ereorset eisa e s a ae

a to otet yselfo tissore it t e
i i1atio o e ie e yalay et 0

as lae at 1 er its o e o te

ort y se a o tesot y aret Mrs.

ras eersatto e s ea sol tely eli e a

e s e elare t atit as itee o for er
tat a it t atfi e rei itatio 1 ite er
itetoo t isass e ea tit efore e a o e

ery far o r ersta 1 ers a ie as
o lete. er attit e as as a y as er
S ess as ro i io s. e sarifi e of t e

ortrait asasarifietot etr ei ar essof
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ay e oal a i for t eti e

iie to ar ffli t eir o esti te sio .
it ast si er o ertosay a ear of
afe asesof er ai wsai it ast ats e as
S re ol ae aite er ea tif llyifs e
a t ree te e. e ol tee tellt e
tr t i ast at ertaily ol ae oe

soif ay eloal a ta se eer ol
e tio t es etatall eforet at erso a e.
a oly esriet eaffair at rally fro t e

o tsi e a eae fori i ee tat s ol try

too losely to re o str tt e ossi le stra e

i ter o rseoft ese oo frie sat o e.

Myae ote o eer ol lose alft e oi tit
ay aetos o ere too itall e tio oft e
0 s atet r erlaysi a eare ra ally
to a efo erselfa leto i e er e ort e t.
e a aeiti ossile s ol yself ri
orol ororiial estio tt ere asreal
isti tio 1 er a erof o a e ti ertai
ot er ossi ilities. et e o ert at stie er
effort at a a i ity st ae ee 1 e se.

ere ol tfailof o rseto e aysi i
oor Mrs. ras ai forit. o s e a to
ay e erei fatsoo e o tosee a its y
iti ate o itio t at asa li a erlife atlast
ast e rie. t ies elie atleast a it
as it a 1 te sity fort ose o ro s ee s of
i s e a weer rea e ay elo al
erselfffae te si. isis at ea Yyt e
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ossi ilities yt es ar at alitiesi ee t at

s ea e te. etoo orfrie otsesoe
erat o e e eratte te to 1 eorto etray
er laye er o tri ate ersolo ast e

or eal laste . e ra ee o ersietoo of

t e t e t atfor ero lis ol oly e
itter ess. ere as t i s ar e a s e ial

s essof er o a io s at i s e as t
erso ally rese t. Mrs. M e st eoryoft e

sile ei i alltis ol e ffle fort e
as oetelessa 1 a a e ofir e y
o r o ser atio s. e ole t i asto et e
eat ofo eort eot eroft e tt ey e er
s oeofitattea. re e eree tat ia et
sofar astosayto eo e loo i eflli te
eyes ite s li ely e aeot at yo
ea s e a 1t re. e ea ty of t is
oreo er ast at as ers ae se a ¢

really a eito tatall te or s eret e ere
y o risy of er refle ti ee ea o r for irt e.
e ol t ossily ae aeitot erfrie
as as aseer rea flly lai to er s e
st ae o ere tot e last at o eart
ossesse s. o1 titi fat a e ee afterall
stt isfail reof isio t iss re est i ityi
sort tat ett e atastro esolo at ay
ere as a ertai se se of reat ess for eri
seei so ayof ssoasrly istae a
re allt ato ario so asio s a i arti lar
e s e ttere te ors st ote tis i
sere ity as asi of t e relief of er sore ess if
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ot of t e effort of er o sie e i so et i
ite isi le to y eyes a also ite
reeete fort e ea tyof erfae. e ot
a real lift fro it s a o e tary iser i le
s li ityt at reollet o i oto t es ot
it a er r ea se 0 yo 0 elie e
ol aityo

e asafool otto a e lose it et e a

t ere for at as a e e si e as altere
e eryt i at asto a e alittle later as
SO oret a ol s allo . is ast e
isa eara eoft efa os ole fro o e ay
tot eot er ro 1 a o ster atio a o S
allas reatasift e e sofMilo a s e ly
aise fro te o re. e as si ly
si1 e erstrai t a t ee la atio as
ie i t at for y Mrs. M e oa e
t ata y or lle ti te o ol e atlast
ysa i . ttesa i ay ase e i tily
e fort e asteriee e a fort ree or
for ots e lLii it a a e s feel its
rese easal 10 slesso a a aily ee .
ere o ise oret a eert atit a ee for

i fiis te e ofor olletio e fo
ata la itlefto te all. ay el oal
i tfill t e la t e ol t. ats e
i soo fill it a eae el s as
t efore e aftera 1 ter alof o reatle t
t 1 a tsee er. ie o te
rist asoflastyearat Mrs. M e s a ia
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it a srat lot aso r ostess sai ast ere
sot at t e reli i ary ait ei lo is s e
ol a roa e erys eetly. 1l o etoyo
to orro ifyo li e s esai a t eeffetofit
after a first stareat er asto a e eloo all
ro . too i yteset o otio st oti s
o e of 1 as t at t o o a ai so
satisfie erselfof er i state s e ol 1e e
ot 1 o araleto at s ol ae ot a
s eta e e att e o e tof y eeti er
o er isti ise o0 essio teot ert ats e
as s ite afres a t atMrs. ras ss essor
asf llyi stalle . Mrs. ras ss essor asat

t eot ersi eoft eroo a ea e o0 sio s
t at Mrs. M e as aiti tosee Yy eyessee
er. esse te eai oft e ait at as
oe tisti e to say first a  fore ost
ass re lyt atit asi e sely roll fort isti e
at leastt ere as o ista e. elay loo e
o a asto o y frie a ai ite at sea

a eale to e for a for la as as little a
olei orasei e ofa yot ers ool ass e
as lie ay el oal erself a itia . e

for la aseasyto ie fort ea se et as

t at er retti ess yes literally ro i io sly er
retti ess as isti t. ay el oal a ee
a ifiet a ee al osti telli e t. Miss

ats er a e oti es retty oti ese e

yo a oes t atter a stra e atters so
i eally little t at a y el o al is ra ti ally
safer eta se aseer ee . ere as t
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ee asy to of atteraottis erso a
elie e er rote tressis s rrise t at ere
ot ore str

t asata yratestritlyi ossileto eto a e
a a oit etfort e ayasto i ae st
re or e ias roosal a tetr ofeets
si ete as ot 1 ee y ea er ess. Mrs.
M e re aie 1 orreso e e it Mrs.
ras tot ee te t t atis oft ree letters ea
of i s eso e e. ey so tol toor
i ai atio er terri le little storyt at e ere
ite re are ort o t e ere for er oi
otlieas ffe a le. e resiste o er
ret r to erorii al o itio s lesst a a year
t e taste of t e tree as a alle it a ee

fatal to er ats e a otetelye o li e
it o t eforefor alfa et ryse ol t o
li e it ot for a ay. 0 ot i of er

oriial o itio s so e i or eri a ity
saet atfor erto ae oe a tot e as
learly to a e ste e o t of er fra e. e
erfor e Mrs. M e a as all f eral
seriefor er ytal i itallo era ai it
allot. t as t te 1ior eri a ity a
ar et for ol ei s a at a o rre as
t at t e oor ol itre ais e fro its
se a refres e y t e rise of o e

oe etto a it as a aleoft e ira leof
a sile t re ol tio of itself t r 1 i its ire
isooritsfaetot e all. oitstoo it o t
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t eiter e tio oft e ostofa riti tillt ey
a ee to 1litro aai a fi it ere
ea ait. ellit a a ift atsa yti its

seaso offa e its a eo at o sa to es

a ri te 1 a italsi t e atalo e. e a t
ee atfa It. ae tallt esa et eleast ote

of er ot a s rat . i er so i

1te tio Mrs. M e oti estore i e
o eertatt isis ott esortofre eri it

i o teot ersi e afterall ay el o al
ro osesto o te t erself. e as o e a to

t e estio of ero ortrait. et e settle it

t e atlast. 1 es e aeterealt i
ell a its es all
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