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The Beldonald Holbein, by Henry James

Prefatory Materials

This is a modified etext created b soft are ersio ec
Theori i a text asco tai edi acom terfie amed
bdhb  txt comme tsbe o abo tthe re aratio of the text
referto the ori i a etextfie a ddo otdirect refer tothis modified
ersio of the text artic ar oi di id as amedbeo bear
a res o sibiit forcha es to the text

T isetet astra srie y ai Priee alil
7 oe trya. roofi vyA ya is ife.
T eeitio se astel 22Ma illa a Co.o e.

THE E A H EI

yHe ry a es

CHAPTER 1

Mrs. M e a otyet ee to yst 0o so oo a
rete t as e sefirsti ti ate t atit o1 e ite

oe to e sol Toly are ass e alle it tot ro t e
a er ief to ait er ea tif Isisteri la . 1 ee t

o ere oret a is esse tiali tot e estio of Mrs.

M e o ol really yt e ay eastoryi erself
e asa a erof ero of tti ti s a so eof

t osese as tto e Her i 1i atio ast at ay
eloal a tolysee a a ire ertai e a lesof

y or t a literally ee re ossesse i fa o roft e

ai ters erso ality. Ha I ee str it tisset 1

i teasily aei aie erlaysi astro i e
te a er ief. e as t oe y isitor sai at
s eo t.
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0yo ea s e as o e ats eo t t

ot 1 orri a ear o. A so et i i Mrs.
M e stoe it te ay s ea eare to se a
o etee s este to et at ats e o t t as
eras at ay eloal a too e le te . e
as t oto .

atst e atter it er
ell to ei it s esA eria .
tIt o tt at ast e ayof aysto eto .

Itso eoft e . titso eoft e aysof ei a fllyo t
ofittoo. T ereareso a y

o ayA erias las e.

es le tyof Mrss M e si e. o ay aysl
ea of ei o e

tifyo rsisteri la s ayisto e ea tif 1
t ere are iffere t aysoft attoo.
A se as ttae teri t ay

ell y frie ret r e as ifit ererat er iffi It to
e ress se as t o e it it

Isee Ila e ats eo tt

Mrs M e i a a er orrete e tit iffi 1t to
e ress. My rot eratalle e ts as ertai ly selfis . Till
e ie s e asal ost eeri o o t ey i tere year
after year for at es ose to e is ealt iit
i t el si e e asso toosoo to eet ise i
tesot of ra ea 1 te llest oles e ol i ot
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a e tey ae a toE Ila eal ays et eri

te o try. I st say for ert ats eal ays e a e
ea tif lly. i e is eat s e as ee orei o0 o
to ast ily s essflfooti .I o tti s e ite

ersta s. e as't atls ol allalife. It ay e
of orset ats e oes t atoe T ats st atl a t
eatlyfi ot.I at aeot o se o s

I a easily aeot Iret re it ilarity o
0

ell yo re ery orri . Per a ss estoool .
Toool for at I ersiste .

orayti . f orseses olo ere e alittleyo
oly reser e o t reser e li e ottle fr it i syr
I atto el erifoly ea ses e etso y eresa 1
reallyt i te ayofit ol e stteri tti of
yo rsatt eAae ya o telie

ts ose Itre ot sesol ieo 'y eres

s e il tis tt atalli t e ays or a ot
reat ea ties al ays

ot Iiterr te tlata yratesa ay el o
al later o te ay a e e e isoa ro t
era te Isa o erlife st aeits e trei er
o i ea of er a eara e. ot i else a ot er
attere o e e er all e oe e t at. es
i ee i oe arti lar It i sole of er i a erso
o aity as a teo effetof eei ositi ely safe
a so . Tis assio iss ose s rely fort e ost

art to ea ri ileof er ersio a ofi ry leai
astrayt ose oliste toita la i t e soo erorlater
i tisort at o i atio tit asla e erla ys i
o ere ateerit as et erfro t efirst o e tof
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f1l o sio sessoefeelseatlyi tesa e lae. It as
rotete erfro eery a er as a e era sol tely

ro er a ri . Ifs es resere asMrs.M e orii
ally esrie erto e its er a ityt at as ea tif lly
o e it tti er years a oi a late lass ase a
losi t eree talea ai ste ery reat of air. Ho
sol tse e resere e Yyo i ts as yor

leso t istra s are y eforeyo o1l ra it A
s eis o a ai ly Preser atio issaret e or fort e

rare o itio of ers rfa e. eloo s e asif
s etoo oteery i t erlarelo ely ar is e eyesa
tte 1 ater. Teti asto ait erI ereie i
t e lass ase a ostte ti atta i feat re ertot e
fll tesii i ter osi late a t e e eral

) i o effet.

It asaree t o it as t itearra e t ats e
s ol sitto e. Ifit as t itearra e t is as e a se
as] as a eto ersta fro a earlystaete o i
tio s fro o r start st es assol e 1 eall
ele e tsof ist ra e s i a or ass e erself
sol ea sol telyfa o ra le. A itsee e t att ese
o itio s ereeasilyi erille . e ly fori sta e ata
oet e I ase eti erto eeta a oit et
t efirst t atl a roose Ireeie a rrie isitfro
Mrs. M e o a eo er ealftolet e o t at

t eseaso a e e st otto e roitio sa t ator
frie ol t e idtesretote or e it ol a ail

e 0 e so. e felt ot 1 ol a eitso t a total
a se eof orry.

a totala se e Isai isalar eor er eliei a
orryi orl .

esa s efeelse atlyt at oret a yo ti . Its
i fat st yse st t aeasse as o a arti
lar istresso att e ery o e t. e a tsof o rseto

loo er esta s ti stello era eara e.
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Isoo y ea. oti tellso era eara e. ot i
rea esiti ay ay oti ets it. Ho eer I a
ersta era iety. t ats er arti lar istress

yt eill essof Miss a
A oi te orl sMiss a

Her osti ti atefrie a ostat o aio telay
o as it s eret atfirst ay.

t elittle ro la o a o rle it a ira

tio

o eot er. ts e asta e illlast ee a it ay ery
ell et ats ell rle o ore. e as ery a yester
ay a is o etter to ay a ias set. If
ayti a e stoMiss a s ell aeto eta ot er
a to se as a t oort ree efore t at o t eso
easy.

T oort ree Miss a s isit ossile A still a ti
aoter Irealle te oorlay o letely o . ol
sol ti e ti it ol eeasyto eta ot er. t

yisas essio oft e eessaryto ay el o al s
e iste e

Ca tyo ess Mrs.M e looe ee yeti atie t.
T ey el .

Hel at Hel o)

yeeryoe 0 a efori sta e. To o at y
tot i ia ea tif 1 e aste fort at r oset ey
ser e as foils as a e ts ser e o sylla les as ter s of
o ariso. Tey ae er sta ot Itsa effetof
o trast t at st e fa iliar to yo artists its at a

oa oes e se tsa a of la el et er a
earlor a ett at ay re ire ass et i s a little
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s o i off
I o ere. oyo ea s eal ays aste Ila

ear o I esee t e le ree yello . T ey ay e
att eyli e solo ast eyreal ayso eot ert i

Hi eo s
Mrs. M e aea ot forit. Hi eo sis too to
say s e oes treallyre irete as a ast at. t

o siste tly eerf lly loyally lai . Itsreallya ost a y
relatio . elo est e forit.

A for at ot eylo e

y stfort ea iailityt att ey ro ei er. T e
alsofort eir o e. Itsa areerfort e

I see. tift atst e ase Ias e yaret ey so iffi
It to fi

t ey st esafe itsalli t at er ei a leto
ee o te to ee tot eter soft e ar ai a e er
ae o0 e tsofrisi asee te liest o a il o
t

a e say e sesi loe s eriortot e sel es.

Itre itoer. T e ift ey a ti s ire assio st e oor
ti s ay te e atleastfeelt e

e isti tly e re atesit. T ats ys a a asyo
ay eafteralla o li atio .

I oti e to roo. o re erys reMiss a sail et
is ta affetio t at ei s ot ere asstr i My
oe oeer as t ellti e forl after ar s lear e
t att e fort atela ys state a ee e e ile T
soes astofori all oe. T e orstsy to s a

a eare s e as estie ottoreoer a a ee laterl
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ear fro Mrs. M e tatse ol i fat rle o
ore.

CHAPTER 11

Allt is a =ee for ay el o al a a itatio so reat
t ata essto eraart et as e ie forati ee e to
er sisteri la . It as oreo toft e estio of
orset ats es ol eil er faetoa erso of y
s eial siess it it sot att e estio oft e ortrait
as y o o osetleftto ee o t atoft ei stalla
tio ofas essorto erlate o a io . as essor I
at ere fro Mrs. M e io e il lessa lo ely as
ellasi a tfort e i oroffies s e a a sol telyto a e

a ore or less le alter a oto eal it t e ser a ts
ee t e a o ts aete tea a at t e
i o 1li s. oti see e ore at ralt a t ats e

sol arryaai a o ioslytat i t o e yett e
re e essors of Miss a a e ote oraeos it a

first s a sot atot ersfor e i eri ae 1 t e
ote oraeos it aseo . I as o ie 1

t ose ot sata yrate a t ese estio sa t eirra i
fi atio slosi t e sel esfora ileto y ie I aso ly
ro t a tote yMrs.M e sarri alo e ay it
te e stat e ereallri ta ai er sisteri la as
o e ore site. A ertai Mrs. ras a A eria rela
tie o se a tsee foryears t it o se a
oti e to o iate asto o eo tto eri ei
ately a t is erso ita eare o1 e itetr ste to
eett e o itio s. e as ly lye o it o t
a seofit a as li itely oo . T e ositio offere
er v ay elo al as oreo er e a tly at s e
ee e io e also after a ytro lesa re erses it
er fort eoft es allest a er ario s il re eit er
rie or lae aotse a eer a ti eor ea sto

isitE la a ol really e ratef i er eli i
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years fort e e e erie ea te leasatli t or
i ole i er o si s os italityy T ey a ee
to et erearlyi lifea ay el oal asi e selyfo
of er o1l i fat aetrie to et ol of er efore
a tMrs. ras ee al aysi o aetofa ily ties to
t e ariety of er tri latio s. I aresayIla e at y
frie s seoft eter ositio te ositio oe i t
all it ofa a lesti or a si ost a I aresayl st
aeas e ift eseialseriet e oorlay astore er
a e ae learto er. Mrs. M e left ei a y ase
it t erat er rolli a eof erfari fort a rosst e sea
ite 0 sio slya resi e lyto erfor it.

T e oi toft e o iatio a o eer ee tat y
sitter as a ai loo i a ol o tless o t e
arri al a ei itiatio of Mrs. ras ei for reallyto
ait o e. T e sit atio stfrt erto y o le e
ae eeloe a ily forl arra e it Mrs. M e
t at o r frie o allrea yto e i t ati first st

toseet eti sI a ostreetly oesol o eo e
ore asafi al reli i ary to yst io. A oo forei
frie of 1e a re ai ter Pa 1 trea asatt e

o eti o o a I a roose as e as
i tereste i ty es to etto et erfor isa se e tas all
after oo arty. E eryoe a e y i roo asf 1l t ere
as sia a oetsrea a I e otfor otte t e
i tofa iratio i trea se ressi efaeasatt ee
of alfa or e a e to ei 1ise t sias

I a trie to olletallt e eatyl ol a alsoallt e

yot sot atfora o etl asataloss. I a tal e to
ay eolea roie fort e si a t ere ere

fi resi te ro t at ere still lost to e. at ol
0o a o0yo ea
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I ot o er a e se asoer yte oora o et
ao lase so eoya astol Iti t ats esA er
ia .

Ilooe aota sa oeof y estsatta a airoffi e

eyesto trea ery asifs e e e st etali
of er. ay el oal es s es a So e tt e
reat oi taot erist ats e as ee t to ee

a tatse ol t eflattere ifse e yo s o eof
erasol . A o ofsar i esis ol o ly afterit as ee

oee ay eloal eer asyet ee tl oi to
oit. T o e tl asso e at isa oi te . It asa
ty et at it is erri se sefort e aal Isol t
aee ete trea to i o t.

o re oi to ai t er t y ear a s e is
ai te a as eiteryo orl a oit.
He a lost era Isa I a a ea ista e. est e

reatest of allt e reat Hol ei s.

I asreliee. A te ot ay elo al t ol

ossess a Hol ei of rie a ares

T eres eis t eres eis ear ear ear ata ea

A Isa o e eat a at as allol la yi a

la ressa a la o et ot relie e it a little
ite o a eietly st a e er laetorea a

or er fro i oreoft eroo a oft ese e as

rese te to er. ea eare otie a 0 a

Ii e iatelyre o ise t atso eot er est st ae
ro t era for atofo ort ity a asyetto all

y atte tio to er. tt oti ssi lta eo sly it tis
a it ea ot er str e it fore oeofte te
tr t of trea s esritio of er t eot ert efatt at
te erso ri i er ol oly ae ee ay elo
al . e a Hol ei oft efirst ater yets e asalso
Mrs. ras t ei orte foil t ei isesalea et te
s essortot e reary Miss a yteti el a t
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t eseti stoeter trea s A eria ai el e
e I asi st s f 11 ossessio of erfaeasI a
fo yself o t e ot er first o asio of t at of er
atro ess. ly it so iffere ta ose e e I ol ¢t
loo at ere o a Istare a stare tilll ea e
a arese i t aefa ie e alle i er asa erso
rese te . Allt esa e trea e to e ally el
a . IfTI ereo lystayi lo e o for a
ra at er t I tell yo at a eseie yar
ri ero er
er
To Paris. e aea
A ta s y earfello I as o itei a ositio to
say s este a so estti i o o a for atl

i t o it er asalreay efore e it i te sity I
ro oseto ee erto yself. It as efore e it 1 te
sity i t eli tof Mrs. ras s ista t erfe tio of a little

ite ol fae i i eery ri le ast eto of a

aster tso eti else Is e lyfelt as otlessso
for ay eloal i teoter arter a to s e
ol t ae aeottes etofor otie oti e to
fi sa ereyes a te alle eoft oseoft e o a

of o se e e 0o as isse so eti . A o e tlaterl
as loseto er a olo isi firstfor ot a i ee ore o

t esotat erarrial tsayi i te et reat o
trolla ly y y earla y itsaHol ei
A Hol ei at

yte o erfls ar ol fae so e traor i arily
0 S ately ra i tefra eof la el et. T at of
Mrs. ras I ea is tit er a e yor o a io .

10
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Tis aste ei i ofa osto atter t eesse eof
vae otea Iti ¢t e eryfirst oteoft eo ity
st aeso e for ei tetoei i erla ys i

s o eafter 1i1i easile tloo . Itsee e to o eto e

o tofa ista ei eas ralyre oe fro Hol ei . Mrs.
ras is t y o aio i tese seyo a earto ea .

es yrat er earrelatio a a ery earol frie . I
loe er a yo st o er.

o er Rat er ytosee eristo a to t es otto

o for er. ealso stsitfor e
o isa ras If ay eloal a t et eoryt at
er eaty iretlyso e it e ti s ere t ell it
er t isi ressio i tefie s eet essof ersere ity
a it erto str e y o ea sas stifyi ae e

0 y first i se ofits ro s. It asasifI a e er
eforesee erfaei ae yayti Isol ae alle
a e vressio. T is e ressio oreo er as of t e
fai test asliet eeffet ro e o asrfae ya
a itatio ot ee iti a asyet ofse. Hae
yo tol erso s ete i lyas e asiftosofte t e

S0 of ers r rise.

ear ol e t st otie er trea a o etao
t eo er. t ere ot sota e a ealso a ts

To er ay el oal otrollaly r re.

o t e afrai esallfi tfor er Iret r e it a
la fort isto e. Mrs. ras asstill erel ol see er
it ota eari tostare a s e 1 t t aesee I as
looi at ert o er rote tress I afrai o1 s are
a e faile oft at ertai ty. e stea taeortr
a atayrates esa o erflti sot atifyo 1llet
er otoParis trea ro ises ert ere

11
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y o aio ase.

A areer i erstillt a a o s as e o0 siers e
ae t alft eireye. He ara tees era

eol t etoerit. o isa ras 1 Paris

T ey osee I e to oret a ea t eyliee traor
iarily o tyo o i t at. ts ell oso eti
ere too.
A at ills e o
Iffra ly o T ol t el ii Mrs. ras alo erloo
so after it I o 1 as little resist so i y

o 1l see. ly ie erti e.

esai ot i ri te o eti i se et y
eyes tt e Ti e itsee sto eiseatly atyo a
yo r frie at Ifyo ae ttale it er

e ae tsee er esee a off it ali liea
steel s ri . Itso rtra e its o r life a esol e

o eysif e ae istaes. T atst e aylsa yo yor
self ylayif]l aysaysot atst e ay it alo i
strai tt ro yor oyl e otyo. A stsol e ot

Allt is forreaso s a ro t y estto erfeet t er
eyes a ile etal e eero efollo e t e ire tio of
ie o all eraHol ei

trea i a Tof o rsei e iately re o ise it.
o tyo e ri steol oytolife Its stasIs ol
allyo aTitia . o ri to life.

e ol t esai torela easese ol t esai to
ae are e tso et i ata yrateo t istoo lae
i er so et i i ee ite iso e te fro at I

12
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ol ae alle er. o tyo ersta t ats e as
al ays ee s ose It a teri ofi atie e
e ert elessitsto e s orto asr le.

I e atit as o eer elle o to say it for er if
s e referre . To e ot i ate er to loo at To e
fort ately lai oree ifyo li ere lIsiely ly
yes I ersta it erfe tly stasl ersta I aeto
asa artof ytrae a yot er for sof st iity. Its
ot i e tooet at i ety i e eo leo tofa re
ae oeyes ose se otaste. T ereare ole o i
tiesi e etra lyseale . I o tsayyo rfrie sa erso to
aete e tr ro i Re e t treet. tita stot e
oy of t e fe o oseet att ey a eitso tot e
sel es. erei te orl a se aelie 0 st tell
ealla o tt at orrat er ifs ell eso oo st.

(o] ea t e tos ea to er
I o ere ass e lle aai. f er eaty

Her eaty rie ay eloal solo tatt oort ree
erso sloo e ro

A it eery rea tio ofresetl elare i a

lo erto e. t er a as ytisti etre to e a
i te oe et asit ere o e of t e stra est little
ra asl eeer o as ellla e .

CHAPTER II1

It asa ra aofs alls ot ere i te sely ri atet i s
a I e of toeoter erso i t eseret yett at

erso a I fo it e isitely s s e ti le of otatio
follo e it it a i terestt e t al o i atio of
i i forore oy et a ere rese t it

e otio atitsto 1 atastro e. T es all ase for so

13
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s alla ase a a ea reatstri eee efore y little
artyse arate a i fat iti te ette i tes.

I tatsaeofti et oti s a a ee oeof i
ast atl aetea ai ta e of Mrs. ras a te

ot ert at Mrs. M e rea e e leai te ro it
oeof er s al ie esof e s. ats e a toi art as
tato er ai st eforeas e 1 aift e o itio sof
o r sitti a ee arra e it e 1a a re lie

it so eti lie erersity tatse i t ro oseto
arra et e tatte oleaffair as off aai a t at
s e referre otto ef rt er esetfort e rese t. T e
estio forMrs. M e as atrally at a a ee
a et erl erstoo . I erstoo  erfe tly a
at I at first ost erstoo ast ate e e I a
ro ti te a eofMrs. ras itellie e as tyeti
Mrs. M e . e as iteass rrise as ay el o al
a e o eari oft e estee i i I el Mrs.
ras sa eara e. e asst efie atlear i t atl a
st i yar or ro ose toits ro rietress to sit to e.
ly s e a ero ro tly i ay el o al
really eer i . Mrs. M e asi fat o erfl for
el a ie e i ly ys esaHol ei yo 0
a sol tely s etoo it afterafirstfi e aa y it a
i e iatea ys al s e t at asa ie e of so ial
y astis i erte reatest oora se asi fat
t efirsti o o tosrea tetii s. orafae ao tit
as a ifie t. ts e asalsot efirst I sta to
see at ol really a e to tiss e t efore e
olya ee ort olater. It ill ill er y ear t ats
atit ill o

e eat et er ore orlesst a t atit o1 il ay
el o al ifl] ereto ai tMrs. ras foratt isl ri 1li t
a wearrie i sos ortas aeofti e. It asfor eto
eie eter yaest eti ee of ii lifeto yiea as

S asto stify ei estroyi iti a o a afteralli
ost eyes so ea tif 1. T esit atio asi ee s ffiie tly

14
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eer foritre ai e to esee atIs ol ositi ely ai
y ii Mrs. ras . Ia eare to aei a y aselost
ay el o al o too set it as al ays Mrs.
M e s or aot era as Ii ferre ero aot
erself to eet eaai o or reio sfooti . T eo ly
ti I of o rse soo sa as tote oriseto ro t e

ole estio fort e rese ta yetsofaras ossi le ee
ea oft e airi ie . I ayas ellsayato et att is
la a tis roess aet eir ri i ali teresttot e et
seeral ots. Mrs. ras a tr e ifIre e er
earlyi t e e year a er little o erf 1 areer asi
or arti lar ir le o e of t e feat res of t e follo i
seaso . It asatalle e tsfor yselft e ostatta i its

ot yfaltifla so tto et erasofte tofi ore life
i sit atio sos rea s ettoi ter retatio t a i t e
ross rattle of t e fore ro . A t ere ere all sorts of
ti sti sto 1 a si ystifyi a aoeal
S a ista easI a eeryet et i tisf ylittle

fort eoft e sef 1A eria o si. Mrs. M e as
ro tlyato e it eastot eraritya toa eara
a ie te eatya i terestoft e ositio. e a
eit er of se er eforesee t at e reea t ats e ial
sort of erso als ess o etoa o a fort efirstti e so
late i life. I fo ita e a leof oeti of a sol tely
retri tie stiesot at y esire re reatto or it as
esay o t oseli es. I a see itallfro t eorii al
o etat yst iote oorlay a e er 0 a
o rsa re iatio i oreo er i erfet oo fait
se a eer isse. T e eryfirstti I i afteri
i so 1 te tio allyt erese tf lretreat of er rote tress
a ee to ostrai toerto era sayal ost it ot
reli i ariest atIs o1 ol yselfi weas ralyolie
for afe atie tsitti s. atIt s a efaetofae it
as o teistat er ole eli tee asta t e
f 11 if fores orte e re elatio of ata o sall as o
faili lyi storefor er. Tot r t e a lea startt at
t e a eto eo tes otasate tatio. Here asa
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oorlay o a aite fort ea roa ofol a etofi

ot ats e as ort . Here asa ei te ei to
o it asto e islose i  erfiftyse et year I as

to aetatot tatse a so etei tat i t assfor

afa e. eloo e oret a erae a as fairly
fri tee asifI a ee tryi o erso e ossily
eartless o o tri e se a tae i ya eal
T at s o e ei ata airse a lie a as I
sol ae e te te to tit a Isoe ot a o
at il re of ar ess. atero I i te ore stie

sa oret at er o erfl oi ts st ae ee oits
lar elyt efr itofti e a ee t at ossilyse i t
eeri all erlife a eloo e so ellasatt is arti lar
oet. It i t ae ee t atif er o r a str I st
a ee to e rese tatt estri 1 . at a o rre
allt esa e asatt e orsta otale o e y.

T efa o s iro yoffate ta es a yfor s tI a e er
yetsee itta e itet iso e. e a ee a oer o a
ersta i a s e as t layi fair. e a 10 e
t ela of er 1li essa atre eatiflo te a s
of ere loyer. Morei teresti ee er asta a ie
oft e 0 s io stri tattis i t re arefor er a
of i a l o te of yo e et I ol stil
ta e trea sfi estartast ef 11 ara tee orei ter
esti ast e estio oft e roess' y i s a istory
ol etitselfe ate. T e rio st i ast atallt e
ilet ereaso sof er a i asse for lai t ereaso s
for ay el o al sfo al latio i tey ite sti
fie ere ritte lar ei erfae solar et atit aseasy
to ersta te asteolyoesse erself a e er
rea . at asitte tatatally a et eol stale
se te e ea so eti so ifferet i to at e
o i atio s at e traor i ary la ae 0 t
erstoo ata la e a ti ea lifetra slate it T e
olyti to esai ast atti ea life ereartists o
eat sall or i it reiesa serets e ol eer
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fi ot Ireallyo tto aeliealet reroraso a
a artora la oar to rese t ro erlyt erelatio i t
o erf 1ol te er attere la e fae et ee t
ori i alele e tsa tee isitefi alitstyle. I ol
it it als tI a sarely oit it or s. Ho e er

e
e
(o)

teti as for a y artist ores ete i self to

it i ITa atly i a te otto o ealfro I
felt it i I e lete as little. ts e asreally to o
er o lete stie t elastto ersta a I ots re
t at tot ee fort ere asa e s e ite a eitall
otor e eres e as. e yo e ee 10 t for

fifty yearso la it st e ar toa styo ror a is at
a ays otieto ol olo r. Her ole at re a ee

it e 1 te eyof ers ose lai ess. e a 0

o to e ly it asteolyti s e a lear tsa e if
ossile o otto i it. ei ea tif 1too i a y ase
a e setof sles. It aso t e rior o itio literally
tatse a eeloe era irale ress i sti tiely
feli ito s al ayseit er la or itea a atterofrat er

se eres are essa st ie li e. e as a ifi e tly
eat eeryt i s es o e a a ayofloo i ot ol
a fres a tere aso eeryo asio tesa e it re
i er rae ea rae i lo falli la a te
fi e ite laits ofa ai ters ite so e o is ose o
er est. at a a ee ast att esearra e e ts
eter i e y ertai o sieratio s le tt e sel esi
effe t etter to ertai ot ers. A o te i ere s y

sile etey a reallyoly eee e era et. It as
si lar oreo er t at so o stit te t ere as ot i i
eras etoft easeti ort e . e asa oo ar
siteet etryfi re ot it ere it i oe e
lea e rat er ylifei teoe. e asi s ort st

at e a a eof er aHol ei fora reat M se a
o r ositio Mrs. M e sa ieraily ea et atof
erso s ai s atreas reto is oseof. T e orl I
s ea of o rse ailyoft eart orl flo e toseeit.
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CHAPTER IV

t ass ea yi ea erself oort i ast e ayl a

t it to Mrs. M e o or et eeti aftertei iet
at yst io it t eeffet o e er o lyofleai y
frie atfirsttota e easall i toMrs. ras s ossi le
re isio oft e atters e i t reate. I a yo se se
oft at tis roisio a ee i te estio asof er
o sio s ess of t e offi e for i ay eloal a
o te o era for i e ereso ro tly roee i
tos oil eralto et er.

Iti s earrie it a oo is otio Mrs. M e

a re lie e I a e lai e fors es le ertoo yo
o as ellas oo looi a I o tsee o ifs ee er
really iaseol aes ose fora o e tt at

se as t ate for ateerse i t aeleftto ie
. Has ts e oreo eral ays ee a etofeelt ats es
lye o fora yt i It asee att is oi talrea y
o erfl o y frie a astere t e ase a at
li ts ali eforits asta itsftre s e as re are to
tro o it. Ifs e assee erselfas 1lye o for
ayti se assee erself a t at ast eo ly ay
as lye o for iaa se as a ero a erof
soi tatse ersta s itot ai iao it
erselftoa yt i lar. o e are eer it ot ays
for oi s ti s ot for o iati a reeii
ole e tatl a te lai toyo a tatyo ol t
ersta ifl ol si eyo st ea o a ee to o
t at. I aresayt ey ee resse italltoea ot ersi lyi
t ela a eof isses. t oes titata yrate a eso e
ti rat er ea tif 1 of t e relatio et ee t e as
affete yo r iso ery

I a ala for er 1 ral ossessie. T e oi tisof o rse
t atift ere asa osios arai a o ratio o Mrs.
ras isto erie eroft ese seof ee i er si e of it
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ario sti s ay a e tat o t e oo eit er for er
or for o rsel es. e ay o sie tio slyt ro t e osi
tio .

es y o a io se for s eis o sie tio s. r
ia itot aiti fort at ay ast erfort .

Ifae itall. T e es ol aeto ee er.

Asare lar oel MrssM e asrea yfora yti
tat ol eloely

tIfrt er ore itot. T e iffi ltyist ats es ota
oel a it t ats estoo oo foro et ats est e ery

t i erself. e trea a I aeea a or o
t at ill eall t erell e ot i left for a y o e else.
T ereforeit e o es s ite to ersta t at o r atti

t esares o siility. If e a t ofor er ositi ely ore
ta 1a oes

e stlet eraloe My o aio oti e to se.
Isee

et ot Iret r e seetoo . e 0 ore.
Ta 1ia e asaai o tesot. It ol tafter
all e iffi 1t. eoly atte iretlyo ositet i a

i ist eolyo et e oor ear a 1ie. lessi ee
s es este esi lyretrat e a ot
It re itoer. Itstoolatefort at. et er Mrs. ras s
eaeis o el a tsay. t 1 asis.

esa teres o ayto ri it a t at o tsarifie
erfrie . e a ttr ro a say Mrs. ras is ly
a e tfa y ias ot ai Mrs. M e
e lai e .
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e oes tsee o Ias ere. e atl ertai
aeot at e ea. Te o a for still is st
at s e al ays as. ts e as e ert eless a er
stro e a er li ess iles e a ersa ro esi t e

ar olya sto er iso fort. Her lo as toseet e
atte tio oft e orl e iate.

Allt esa el o tti yo 0 yi terlo tress sai
tat ia ill ae ae eraseeort at ate er e
o selleer ae eroe T atis tte ayit ill
a e fors ese atlyas o sie tio sas Mrs. ras .

T e atist e ay Tas e.
It ill st a e i sile e.
A at ill it asyo allit e

Is tt at at e a treallytosee

ell Tre lie afterat r ort oa ot et er e at
itor otitse atly at e see i isareaso t e
ore for fa yi et ee te airtere i te et

e isite o sea f1llofs erioritiesa s ressio s as
t ey ot are t ee traor i arysit atio . IfIsai st o

t at its too late to o a yt i tasse tits ea sel e
tae tefll eas reof at a e e at yst io. It
too tafe o e ts ts etaste oft e tree.

My o aio o ere. 1ia

Mrs. ras . A to aeto titso i istere ile I
too yeta ot ert r toa sortofa itatio . r attit e as

ares o si ility.

tI a s este so et i else to y frie o
a eare fora o et eta e . ol yo says ell ate
er orseifs e see
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ay el oal oes tsee at esee yo ea t a if
se oes AT ie Ila e. t atl a tell
yo is yI ol t at asIsai st o ea o ost. e
a otis e a 1ietoa ar lessa se siti e reat re
it erto ra ti ally isi erite a ie it a e et
e esstat illi e selya toits rie te re oyofa
ee ra toft e ery rieoflife ofa a lai e

erso al tri i ors eriorso isti ate orl .
Mrs. M e a a lo of res o se for y s e
elo e e. it il e ea tif 1

CHAPTER YV

ell t ats at o te olea i s iteofe eryti it
really as. It as ro e ito y e oryari little
alleryof it res are lar a ora aoft oseo asio st at
ere to i ister tot e ie fro i I a sofora
o etetrate alyri i s iratio . I see Mrs. ras o
ea oft eseo asio s ratiallyetroe a s rro e

a oreorless o e seete rryi a te i

a te ressi a testari seete eole ai

a itro e a at te or e tey ae a t eir

tr earitaoeall te reatoe A yestefa o s

Hol ei asse aot it t at erfetio of ro tit e

tat aeste otiosofte o o i so a ya
it reoft oseoft e arrota t es ee . ot i ol

eeasierof o rset a totellt e ole little tale it a
eye o ly for t at silly si e ofit. reat ast e silli ess t
reat also as tot is ase of oor Mrs. ras I ill say forit
te oo atre. f orsefrter oreittoo 1 arti lar
o r set it its ositi e il terror of t e a al to e

eit er so foolis or so ise t o i ee I e eer ite

0 ereorset eisa e s a ae a to
otet yselfo tissore it tei iatio o e ie e
valay et o I as lae at i er its o e

o te ort yIse a o tesot y aret Mrs.
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ras eersatto e s ea sol tely eli e a e s e
elare t atit as itee o for ert atI a it t at
fi e reiitatio i ite er I itetoo t isass e eat
it efore e a o e eryfaro r ersta i ers a

ie as o lete. Her attit e asas a y as er
s ess as roiio s. T esarifieoft e ortrait asa
sarifietot etr ei ar essof ay el oal a i
fort eti eI 1iie to ar ffli t eir o esti
te sio . Allit ast si er o ertosay a I ear ofa
fe asesof er ai sai it ast ats e ass rel
ol ae aite er eatifllyifse a t ree te
e. e ol tee telltetrt i ast at I
ertaily ol ae oesoif ay eloal a t a
se eer ol =etio tes etatall eforet at erso
ae. I a oly esriet e affair at rally fro t e
otsiea eae fori i ee t atls o1l trytoo losely
to reo str tt e ossi lestra ei ter o rse oft ese oo
frie sat o e.

Myae ote oeer o1l lose alft e oitit ay ae

tos o ereltoo itall e tio oft e o s atet r
erla ysi a eare ra allyto a efo erself a le to
ie er eort e t. e a aeiti ossilels ol
yself ri orol o roriial estio tt ere as

real isti tio i er a erof o a e ti ertai ot er
ossi ilities. et e o ert at stie ereffortat a a
iity st ae e i e se. Tere ol tfailof o rse

to e aysi i oor Mrs. ras ai forit. Ho
se a to ay e erei fatsoo e o tosee a its y
iti ate o itio t at asa li a erlifeatlast ast e
ri e. t idleselie atleast a it as it a i te
sity fort ose o ros e s of 1 se a eer
rea e ay el oal erselffae te si. T isis
at ] ea yte ossiilities yt es ar at alities
i ee tatsea e te. etoo orfrie ot se
soe erat o e eeratte te to i eorto etray er
laye er otri ate ersolo ast eor eallaste . e

22



The Beldonald Holbein, by Henry James

ra ee o ersietoo oft e t e t at for er
o lisol oly e itter ess. T ere as Iti sarea
seial s essof er o a io s at i s e as t
erso ally rese t. Mrs. M e st eoryoft esile ei

i alltis ol e ffle fort e as o et eless
a i a a e ofir e yoroseratios. T e ole
ti asto et e eat ofo eort eot eroft e tt ey
eers oeofitattea. Ire e eree tat ia e tso
far astosayto eo e loo i eflli t eeyes ite
s liely e aeot atyo ea se a it re.
T e ea tyoft is oreo er ast at asl ers ae s e
a treally aeitotatall te ors erete ere
y orisyof errefleti ee ea o rfor irt e. eol ¢t
ossily ae aeitot erfrie as as as e er

rea flly lai to erse st ae o ere tot elast

ato eart ossesse s. ol titi fat ae ee
after all stt isfail reof isio t iss re est i ityi
sortt at ett e atastro esolo at ay T ere asa
ertai se se of reat essfor eri seei so a yof sso
asrly istae a Ireallt ato ario so asio s a
i arti lar e se ttere te ors st ote t is
i sere ity asasi oft ereliefof er sore ess if ot of

t eeffortof er o sie e i so et i ite isi leto y

eyes a also ite reeete forte ea tyof er

fa e. e ot a real lift fro it s a o e tary
iseriles 1li ityt atIreollet o i oto t es ot
it a er r ea se 0 yo o I elieel ol
ai tyo

e asafool otto ae lose it ete a t ere for
at as a e e si e asaltere e eryt i at as
to a e a little later as so oreta I ol
s allo . Tis ast e isa eara eoft efa o s Hol ei
fro oe aytot eot er ro i a o ster atio a o
sallas reatasift eVe sofMilo a s e ly ais e
fro te o re. e assi lysi e erstrai t
a t e e la atio as ie i t at for y Mrs.
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M e oa e tatay or lle ti te o ol
e atlast ysa i .Attesa i ay ase e i tily
e fort e asteriee e a fort reeorfor ot s

ee lii it a ae sfeelits rese easal 1io0 s
lesso a a aily ee. ereo ise oret a e ert atit
a ee for i fiis te e ofo r olle tio e fo
ata la itlefto te all. ay eloal i tfill
te la t eol t T ats e i soo fillit a
eae el s as t efore eaftera 1 ter alof o
reat le t t ri i I a tsee er. I ie o
t e C rist as of last year at Mrs. M e s a ia it
a srat lot as o r ostess sai ast ere sot at t e
reli i ary ait ei lo is s e ol a roa e ery

s eetly. Ill o etoyo to orro ifyo lie s esai a
t e effe t of it after a first stareat er asto a e eloo
allro . Itoo i yteset o otio st oti s o eof
i ast at t o o a ai so satisfie erself of er
i state se ol ie e oti o ara leto at I
sol ae ot a setae e att e o etof y
eeti ero er isti ise o essio teot ert at
s e as s ite afres a t atMrs. ras ss essor as
f llyi stalle . Mrs. ras ss essor asatt eot ersie
oft eroo a I ea e osio st atMrs. M e as
aiti tosee yeyessee er. I esse te eai ofte

ait at aso e t isti e tosay first a fore ost
ass re lyt atit asi e sely roll fort isti e at least
t ere as o istae. T ela yIloo e o a asto
0 y frie a ai ite at sea a eale to e fora

for la asaslittleaHol ei oras ei e ofa yot er
s ool asse aslie ay el oal erselfaTitia. T e
for la aseasyto ie fort ea se et ast at er
retti ess yes literally ro i io sly er retti ess as
isti t. ay eloal a ee a ifiet a ee
al osti telli e t. Miss ats er a e o ti es retty

oti esee yo a oes t atter a stra e
atters so i eally littlet at a y el o al is ra ti ally
safer 1 eta se aseer ee. T ere as t ee a
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sy to of atteraottis erso a I eliee er
rote tress is srrise t at ere ot orestr

It as ata yratestritlyi ossileto eto aea
a oit etfort e ayasto i I ae streore
ias roosal a tetr ofeetssi ete as ot

i ee y ea er ess. Mrs. M e re ai e i orre
so e e it Mrs. ras toteetet t atis oft ree
letters ea of i s es o e e. T eysotol too r
i a i atio er terri le little story t at e ere ite
re are ort o t e ere for er oi o tliea

s ffe a le. eresiste o erretr to erorii al
o itio s lesst a ayear t e taste of t e tree as I a

alle it a ee fatal to er ats e a o te tely
e o lie it ot eforefor alfa etryse ol ¢t

o lie itotfora ay. I o oti of erorii al
o itios so e iorA eria ity sa et atfor erto

ae oe a tote as learlyto a este e o tof er
fra e. e erfor e Mrss M e a I as allf eral
ser iefor er ytali itallo era ai itallo t. It

as t te iorA eria ity a ar etforHol ei s a

at a o rre ast att e oorol itre ais e
fro its se a refres e yteriseof o e oe

etto a it as a aleoft e iraleofasile tre ol
tio ofitselft r i i its ire is o or itsfaetot e

all. o it stoo it ott ei ter e tio oft e ostofa
riti tillt ey a e e to 1litro aai a fi it
ere ea ait. ellit a a ift atsa yti its
seaso offa e its a eo at o sa to es a ri te
i aitalsi t e atalo e. e a t ee atfa lt. I

ae tallt esa e t eleast oteof er otas rat
A I i er soi 1 te tio Mrs. M e o ti esto
re i e oeertatt isis ott e sort of re eri
it i o teot ersie afterall ay el oal
ro oses to o te t erself. e as o e a tote es
tio of ero ortrait. et esettleitt e atlast. i e
s e aet erealt i ell a it s es all
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